
Nole Nurse Alumni Council 
Conference Call Minutes 
Date: October 13, 2025 
Time: 6 pm EDT 

 
 
Attendees: 

• Susan Clark, Chair 
• Diane Raines, Immediate Past Chair 
• Lisa Balskus 
• Sarah Anderson Ciancirolli 
• Barbara Coen 
• Akela Edwards 
• Maureen LaSerra 

College of Nursing 
• Susan Baker 
• Amy Betancourt 
• Marsha Hartline 
• Robyn Stille 
• Kimi Wilcoxon 
• Amanda Wood 

 
Absent: 

• Donna Allocco 
• Loretta Jackson Brown 
• Claire Cacciator 
• Nan Cuchens 
• Jennifer Doak 
• Julie Griffie 
• Lydia Hendrix 
• Linda Higgins 
• Denise Hinton 
• Laura Iturralde 
• Gabe Kuhn 
• Nola Lanham 
• Chad Massey 

• Belinda McClellan, Emeritus 
• Carol McCormick, Emeritus 
• Kristy Martin, Emeritus 
• Phyllis Morgan 
• Rachel Myers 
• Julia Pallentino 
• Carol Rittenhouse 
• Stephen Sapiera, Emeritus 
• Katie Saunders 
• Sophia Scalia 
• MaryKay Williams, Emeritus 
• Kathleen Wilson, Emeritus 

 
 

I. Call to Order and Welcome       
 

Chair Susan Clark called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. and welcomed new council member 
Sarah Anderson Ciancirolli. 
 

II. Approval of August 4, 2025, Minutes 
 

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, the minutes from the August 4, 2025, Nole Nurse 
Alumni Council meeting were approved as presented.   
 

III. Presentation: Florida State University Alumni Association  
 
Robyn Stille, Senior Director of Student and Alumni Engagement in Colleges, Units, and 
Schools, gave a presentation on volunteer engagement (see ENGAGEMENT_Oct 
2025_NolesNursing.pdf) 
 

https://fsu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/afwood_fsu_edu/EX5II-EYEnpCk8c95S0dHAEBGbNT8sLR-j8oYwQDkghwYA?e=RmBppE
https://fsu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/afwood_fsu_edu/EX5II-EYEnpCk8c95S0dHAEBGbNT8sLR-j8oYwQDkghwYA?e=RmBppE
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A discussion commenced sparked by Stille’s presentation, with present members expressing 
interest in ensuring the NNAC’s work aligns with the three Alumni Association goals outlined for 
FY26: 
 

• Increase regional engagement among CSU alumni.  
• Enhance diverse interactions between students and alumni by involving a broader range 

of alumni participants. 
• Improve the process for welcoming graduating students to the FSU alumni community. 

 
Several council members asked if the College of Nursing could have their own alumni 
engagement goal that fits within the Alumni Association’s FY26 goal to connect with 59,250 
alumni and Stille indicated she could provide that number. There was also interest expressed 
for council members to host Dinner with 7 Seminoles, where an alumni would take either seven 
Semester 4 students interning in their area or seven young alumni to dinner for informal 
discussion about the program, their experience at the CON and career advice. 
 

IV. Old Business 
 
a. A Semester of Discovery: Susan Clark reported that there was no additional interest 

from council members to help with the needs assessment outlined at the last meeting. 
Clark stated that Robyn and her team at the FSU Alumni Association would be willing 
to assist in both providing alumni data regionally, as well as developing surveys for 
current students and alumni to determine engagement strategies. 

 
A working group, consisting of Immediate Past Chair Diane Raines, Clark, Akela 
Edwards, Amanda Wood, and Stille will be formed to meet and develop the surveys 
and distribution methods. Raines suggested asking alumni for one question to ask 
either students or alumni to get them involved in the survey. Wood will reach out to 
Stille to get next steps for these projects.  
 

V. New Business 
 

a. Working Nurse/New Alumni Zoom: Associate Dean for Student Affairs Marsha 
Hartline mentioned she has been seeing an increased need among students, 
especially those in their fourth semester, to hear from nurses about the reality of 
being a working nurse on a unit. Chair Clark indicated we could put out a call for 
panelists, potentially from the alumni data Stille supplies.  
 

b. Nole Nurse Shining Stars Gala: Wood informed the council to save the date for 
Saturday, April 11, 2026, for the next Nole Nurse Shining Stars Gala. She indicated 
that there would be more of a fundraising focus to the gala, with a ticket price, with 
proceeds benefitting the Alumni Professorship (an endowed fund to recruit and retain 
outstanding faculty). Raines confirmed with Wood that Distinguished Graduate Award 
winners and a guest will be invited for free.  
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c. Distinguished Graduate Awards: A discussion ensued on how to reinvigorate the DGA 

program to solicit more nominations. Ideas included streamlining the nomination 
process so a CV is not needed for the initial nomination, self-nominations, and 
receiving nominations via social media (Instagram, hashtags, etc.). Edwards 
mentioned that she has found a shorter nomination window (a month or so) is more 
successful in soliciting applications than leaving the window open for several months. 
 
A working group will be convened with Clark, Maureen LaSerra, Wood and Kimi 
Wilcoxon to discuss strategies to solicit nominations and a timeline for the program. 
 

VI. Open Discussion 
 

Wood informed the council that the Seminole Nursing group has been renamed the Student 
Leadership Council and is working more closely with the Student Government Association. She 
asked if the NNAC would be interested in having a student representative, and Raines indicated 
that would be wonderful, as we have had that role in the past. Wood and Clark will reach out to 
the current leadership council president to solicit interest. 
 
The next Nole Nurse Alumni Council meeting will be held via Zoom on Monday, December 1, 
2025, at 6 p.m. EST. 

 
VII. Adjournment  

           
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:18 p.m. 


